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The Evenkis,'in a single nomadic rriigration, crossed a mountain of one hundred

ears from clan organization to s ocialism. o
‘ Uvachan, V. N. The Road of the Northern Peoples to Socialism. 197]. P 4

1;L"I'hispaper explores some of the issues surrounding the projects of
Sovietization among indigenous Evenkis living near the Nizhnaya Tun-
ska river. The implementation of Soviet projects marked the first steps
owards the imposition of a new landscape in the 20th century and were
he beginning of a radical re-construction of socio-culturai and ecologi-
-2l relations. The implementation of these projects was dependent large-
yupon ‘the 'organization of Soviet outposts called culture—basgsi The
first was biilt in the Turukhansk subarctic as a cul*ural and political cen-
re for the Evenkis in the area. The site for the Tura culture-base [furin-
k&}/a' kultbasa] was chosen in part for its remoteness and was con-
tructed between 1927 and 1928, not long after the civil war that raged
cross the former Russian Empire. The outpost was planned and con-
tructed under the auspices of the Committee for the Assistance to the
Peopleés of the Northern Borderlands (Committee for the North). It was
the explicit-aim of the Committee for the North to undertake the Sovzgtz-
‘sation of the indigenous peoples of the taiga and tundra while ‘helping’
them in their cultural upbringing. The culture-bases marked one of the
first concrete steps in advancing this goal. They were, however, alsg
nial Situations: Essays in the Contextualization of E thnographic Knowledge. ed. meant to be centres for regional development and smenjnﬁc exploration
Stocking, George W., 109-134. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1991 Parkhomenko, 1930, p. 125). For the indigenous Evenkis (then ’known as
Hacking, Ian. The taming of chance. The taming of chance. Idéas in context, | Tungus) living near the Nizhnaya Tunguska and Kochechum rivers, the
e GO o ; . o ‘Tura culture-base became the first major colonial project in the area. In-
ropology 1amass 5 Exemplars:_lmaggs of Folitical Authority o British deed, for hundreds kilometres in all directions there had never been more
Anthropology, 1 885--194.5‘ in Functionalism .Hlstor1c1.zed: .Essays on BnF)sh Social | T k hos built by ither madors and mis.
Anthropology. ed. Stocking, George W. M adison: University of Wisconsin P ress, ;than one or two small cabins or churc e§ y i
1984. X ~i| sionaries. To the hunters and herders this was a truly novel construction.
Rosaldo, Renato. From the D oor of His Tent: The Fieldworker and the Inquisi- A’hd, as it would soon become evident, the Tura culture-base rep{resent—
o Wt ating eulure: The P octics and P olities of E thnoge aphy. Clifford, James ‘ed but the tip of a massive cultural, military, political, and economic effort

and Marcus, George E. Berkeley: University of C alifornia Press, 1 986. S : : in th ial-cultural landscape
; A oo W lead to unimaginable changes in the social-cultura p
- - Stocking, George W: C olonial si tuations: essays on the c ontextualization o f eth- that would le £

nographic knowledge. Colonial si tuations: essays on the contextualization of e thno- Of east-central Siberia. '
graphic knowledge. History of anthropology, 7. Madison: University of Wisconsin [
Press, 1991. + = - . . ' :

39
38




Sovietization and the City of the Tungus

Ifthe revohmonaly proletariat conducts systematic propaganda among thcm
and the S oviet gavernments come to their assistance with all the means at their di
posal — in that event, it would be wrong to assume that the capitalist stage of deve

opment is i nevitable for the backwards p eoples.
Lenin VI 1920. P.

Culture-bases, as the first steps toward socialist cultare, played a deciding role
the cultural progress of the Peoples of the North.

The arrival of socialist culture in east-central Siberia initially mimicked

Orthodox missionizing practices and other proven agitational techniqu
that had been developed in rural areas of Eastern Europe and Central
Asia during the revolution and civil war (1). Literacy campaigns, agita-
tional theatre, .socialist reading rooms, film nights, and posters were all

used extensively in propagandizing and agitational efforts. A 1921 state-

ment from the All-Russian Central Executive Committee states that
“through agitation, the exposure of all kinds of frauds, the revelations
conceming relics and other facts, the consciousness of masses of worl
ers and peasants was cleared of the rubbish with which it had been

choked for centuries” (cited in Rosenberg, 1990). Exposure became key

concept in the righteous path of socialism. But other techniques were

also used, “beginning in the .1930s”, writes one scholar of Soviet posters,i

political art “‘was to provide a visual script, an incantation designed to

conjure up new modes of thinking and conduct, and to persuade people
that the present and the future were indistinguishable” (Bonnell, 1997, p

14).

Richard Taylor describes the first agitpunkti, located at rai]way termi

ni and junctions as “a standard design for purpose-built politdoma...

stationary centres for in-depth propaganda saturation of the local popu-
lation... the design included, a library, schoolroom, canteen, cinema and-.
stage...” (Taylor, 1979, p. 247). Through joumals, newspapers, radio, and
other media, techniques of cultural agitation were shared among the com

munity of Communist Party organizers and agitators. While agitational
techniques were publicised in workers papers and specialist journals,

some of the people involved in the implementation of the culture-bases
brought with them their own personal agitational experiences. L.M. Sus-
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one of the key, people involved in the location and construction of
Tura, culture-base———was assistant-director of a Siberian Agitpoezd
keen 1921-1922 (2). The Tura culture-base borrowed heavily on these
en t¢chmques and quickly became a model for Soviet development
discipline throughout Siberia (3); the techniques designed and de-
loped there and in other early culture-bases would be exported and
1cated in over twenty similar bases throughout the Soviet North.
Smce the earliest days of the revolution in European Russia, methods
'd;beén dev1sed for cultural agitation among peasants and workers.
chmques grew and changed over the years and established a prac-
tical “b‘a'se.,upon which culture-bases borrowed heavily. The library (or the
cenfré for the “liquidation of illiteracy”), the veterinary clinic, games

oms, etc. were all established technologies of cultural agitation and
1deologlcal conversion. Publications such as the Journal for the League
leztant Atheists provided revues of films that had been produced ex-
phc1t1y in the battle against traditional religions. Suslov, for example pub-
lished his works on agitating against shamanism in this journal (later
published in book form). In 1931 a film titled Dyliacha was shot at the
Tura culture-base by Sibkinofabrika director, Bulatov. A review of the film
mn ovetskii Sever discusses its potential for both anti-religious agitation
d pohtlcal enlightenment-work among the natives (Golubev, 1931,

;At the root of Soviet cultural construction was the asslmﬂaﬂon of
many nationalities under one Soviet banner — a process that was driven
by the Party’s perceived need to formalize socialist content. Amir Weiner
descnbes the “overarching Soviet enterprise [as being]: the unfolding
revolutionary transformation of society from an antagonistically divided
entity into a conflict-free, harmonious body. The view of society as a
malleable construct went hand in hand with a continuous purification
campaign seeking to eliminate divisive and obstructing elements” (Wein-
er,.2003, p. 243). There is an interesting parallel in Weiner’s discussion of
the notion of purity. For instance, ethnographer Nikolai Ssorin-Chaikov

- writes about an intentionally altered photograph from the late 1920s to-

tal k about the construction of ideal images. In this case, an ethnographi-

l cally unwanted detail was removed in the printing process so that a pic-

ture_of ethnic ‘purity’ could be displayed in a museum setting. Ssorin-

1‘ Chéikov makes a significant analogy to the social alteration of socicty,
~which parallels Weiner’s discussion of purification: “The organization of
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Mgeﬁng Ancestors in Population Statistics.

 The Soviet Polar Census 1926-27 and the ethnographi-
cal expedition of the Krasnoyarsk Museum of Regional
Studies 2004 — report on an ongoing research

o The Soviet Polar Census is a very unique and wealthy ethnohistoric
"s‘ource, which can enrich our knowledge of the processes and changes
;";hat indigenous people of Siberia underwent in the 20™ century. This first
soviet population registration was undertaken in 1926/27 by a large team
of Rugsian scholars, which included the young B.O. Dolgikh. This cen-
sus, which stretched throughout the polar and sub-polar regions of the
Ttir'ukhansk’region, allowed Dolgikh to develop his ethnographic skills
whil'st‘working as a registrator. A team of scholars based at the Universi-
*ty'o'f Aberdeen, the Krasnoyarsk Museurn of Regional Studies [KKKM]
and the State Archive of Krasnoyarsk Territory [GAKK] are now digitiz-
1g ‘and ‘publishing this archival material. In order to build a bridge be-
;ltween-the historic census material and the current indigenous communi-
'kt‘ikes‘, a recent summer expedition was conducted along the Yenisei to in-
erview descendents of those included in the *26 census.

' The Polar Census was part of a bigger, union-wide census, but was -
designed to fit the specific circumstances of registering nomadic indige-
nous people in the North. The ethnohistorical value of this census is as
@Qnse as its statistical content. It consists of distinct multi-paged sta-
~t1‘Sth8.1 forms, which record the socio-economic conditions of the local
:'househ_olds, settlements and married couples, and give mainly numeral
information (such as quantities of produce and equipment) as well as de-
‘tails of family composition. However, and perhaps most interestingly,
these statistical documents are accompanied by an extensive archive of
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